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ABSTRACT

A Case Study on Teacher’s Understanding of Curriculum Affecting

on Curriculum Implementation

Kyung-Jin Lee

(Lecturer, Ewha Womans University)

This study was planned and performed in order to investigate how teacher’s
understanding of curriculum affected that a teacher implemented new curriculum in
yearly order. A elementary teacher Kim participated this case study and
implemented curriculum innovation for two years from 2004 to 2005. The
curriculum innovation that was implemented by Kim was “elementary math
curriculum innovation enhancing creativity”.

The results of the analysis are as follows: In the first implementation year, Kim
did not implement the intention of the curriculum. Because she still relied on
traditional teacher-centered teaching and learning method and implemented the
curriculum with the mind of uncertainty on the effect of the curriculum. But in the
second year Kim let the students solve the problems actively and implemented the
intention of new curriculum. Because Kim deepened her wunderstanding of
curriculum.

The study gives us the conclusions and suggestions: Firstly, although teacher
implemented the student-centered curriculum, curriculum understanding should be
administered prior to student understanding. Secondly, teachers’ curriculum
understanding was the most important factor even if the clarity and practicality of
curriculum are secured. Thirdly, teacher deepen histher) understanding of

curriculum by experiences of curriculum implementation.

Key Words : curriculum implementation, teacher’s understanding of curriculum,
curriculum change, case study
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