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ABSTRACT

The Effect of MI-Based English Lessons in Elementary School on
Reducing the Discrepancy of Students” Achievements

Yun-Han Hwang(Professor, Gwangju National University of Education)
Young-Im Cho(Teacher, Gwangju Gyelim Elementary School)

The purpose of this study was to examine whether there is any effect of
multiple-intelligence-based (henceforth, MI-based) English lessons on elementary
students’ achievements, especially on reducing the discrepancy of learners’ English
ability. The MI theory was used to analyze the current elementary English
textbook for 5th graders, design the lessons of the textbook units, and develop
classroom activities.

The results of the study showed that MI-based English lessons were not only
quite effective on improving students’ English achievements, but also they
contributed to reducing the discrepancy of English ability among learners. The
mean scores of students in the experimental group were significantly higher than
those of their counterparts in the control group. The number of poorly-achieved
students in the experimental group were significantly reduced in number, compared
with their counterparts in the control group.

This study suggested that English learners should be given the opportunity to
learn English with their intellectual preferences. MIl-based English lessons could
help the elementary English teacher meet students’ learning preferences and reduce
the number of poor-achievement students as well as to reduce the discrepancy of
students” English ability.

Key Words : teaching English as a foreign language, multiple intelligences,
difference in learning ability, ability grouping, curriculum development



