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ABSTRACT

Qualitative analysis on the characteristics of

instructional methods of exemplary science teachers

Youngsun Kwak - Joohoon Kim
(KICE)

This qualitative study investigated the
common features of classroom aspects of 10
exemplary science teachers. The underlying
that the

fulfillment of school education is possible

assumption of this research 1s

with  substantial  instruction of  school
curricular areas. The substantial learning of
any curricular area depends on each
classroom lesson, which depends on what the
teacher does within the classroom. Data from
classroom observations in-depth interviews
with teachers and a group of students, a
collection of instructional materials were used
to  extract common  characteristics  of
instructional practices implemented by these
Results

indicated that these exemplary teachers were

secondary-school science teachers.

able to use a variety of instructional methods

and strategies, including cooperative learning

strategies, conceptual change learning,

hands—-on activities with an emphasis on

inquiry learning, etc. The teachers also
related science to the personal lives and

interests of students and used ICT to extend

and enhance learning. These exemplary
teachers  experimented thoughtfully  with
alternative  instructional  approaches  and

strategies in the classroom. Also, these

teachers not only improved their own
classroom practices, but also participated
actively in various professional community of
science teachers to share their practical
knowledge with their colleagues. Teachers’
quality practices lie at the heart of classroom

change.

Key Words : best practices, good teachers, teaching strategies,

professional development, pedagogical skills
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