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ABSTRACT

An Analysis of Bioethics Education Content in the Korean

High School Moral Education Curriculum: A Comparison of
the 2015 and 2022 Revised Curricula

Sanghyun Ahn

Graduate Student, Yonsei University

Hyekyung Shin

Visiting Associate Professor, Seoul National University

This study examined how statements related to bioethics education are presented
across content categories, supplementary analytical topics, elective subjects, and
curriculum document components in the 2015 and 2022 revised Korean high school
moral education curricula, and compared specific educational content and expected
performance expressed in achievement standards across the two revisions. Across
seven elective subjects, the analysis examined content frameworks, the learning
elements of the 2015 curriculum, achievement standards and their explanations, and
the considerations for applying achievement standards in the 2022 curriculum. The
final units of analysis comprised 25 statements—11 from the 2015 curriculum and
14 from the 2022 curriculum. Of these, 24 were classified as bioethics education
content, while one statement on Al use in healthcare was retained to delineate the
boundary of the analysis. Respect—for—life ethics applied to all 24 bioethics
education statements, while biomedical ethics and biotechnology ethics each applied
to five; animal ethics was identified in 13. Relevant statements appeared in Life and
Ethics, Classics and Ethics, Contemporary Society and Ethics, and Inquiry into
Ethical Issues. Both curricula addressed life and death, respect for life, induced
abortion, suicide, euthanasia, brain death, gene therapy, and animal ethics, but
differed in the curriculum document components in which the content appeared and
in the expected performance expressed in achievement standards. Induced abortion,
suicide, euthanasia, and brain death were stated directly in the body of a 2015

achievement standard, whereas the 2022 curriculum specified them in the explanation
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of a broader achievement standard. Cloning—related content was framed as cloning
of living organisms in one curriculum and gene cloning in the other. The 2022
considerations for applying achievement standards included inquiry, discussion,
question generation, and the critical interpretation of digital information. By
comparing bioethics education content across curriculum revisions, elective subjects,
curriculum document components, and expected performance, this study provides
reference material for teachers planning lesson topics and activities in consideration

of subject—specific characteristics and connections across subjects.

Key Words: bioethics education, moral education curriculum, curriculum content analysis,
achievement standards, curriculum document components
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