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ABSTRACT

Rethinking the statement of achievement standards for
implementing achievement—based evaluation in high
schools: Focusing on the Korean, Mathematics, and English
subjects of the 2022 Revised Curriculum

Minsun Sung

Ph.D. Candidate, Konkuk University
Misun Kong

Ph.D. Candidate, Konkuk University
Jonghun Kim

Associate Professor, Konkuk University

As the high school credit system takes full effect in 2025, the success of
criterion—referenced achievement—based evaluation hinges less on score cutoffs than
on how clearly achievement standards are stated. This study analyzed the
achievement standards of three common subjects in the 2022 Revised National
Curriculum—Common Korean 1-2, Common Mathematics 1-2, and Common English
1-2—against four criteria: the clarity of the action verb’s cognitive level, the
separability of content and performance, the derivability of assessment evidence, and
the explicitness of performance conditions and contexts. The statements were
classified into four types, with the mixed—action type accounting for the largest share
overall. The analysis of English further showed that the achievement—standard
statements alone did not clearly distinguish the expected performance levels between
Common English 1 and Common English 2. These deficiencies extend beyond
individual statements to undermine the alignment among achievement standards,
achievement level descriptors, and assessment design from the outset. The study
therefore proposes five principles for stating achievement standards, along with
subject—specific examples, and recommends institutionalizing a review of assessability

within the standard—development procedure in the next curriculum revision.

Key Words: high school credit system, achievement—based evaluation, achievement standards,
achievement level descriptors, 2022 Revised National Curriculum
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