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ABSTRACT

Learnification and the Crisis of Subjectivity in the Discourse
on Vocational High School Restructuring: A Directed
Qualitative Content Analysis Applying Biesta’s Theory of

Educational Purposes

Yunmi Kwak
Doctoral candidate, Korea National University of Education

This study critically examines the discourse on vocational high school
restructuring, driven by a declining school-age population and industrial changes,
from the perspective of Gert Biesta's educational philosophy. To this end, a directive
qualitative content analysis was conducted on three public documents (approximately
500 pages). The results are as follows. First, the discourse on vocational high school
restructuring prioritizes job competencies based on industrial demand, revealing an
asymmetry in the allocation of objectives that marginalizes subjectivity as
instrumental competency. Second, the language of performance and accountability
functions as a ‘learning’ mechanism that replaces educational value judgments with
management logic, regulating the field around quantitative indicators. Third, by
defining uncertainty, the essence of education, as a risk to eliminate, students are
recast as objects of management rather than active agents. These results suggest that
the more vocational high school restructuring becomes immersed in the logic of
labor supply and demand, the more the judgment of educational purpose is
weakened. Therefore, the restructuring of vocational high schools requires a
pedagogical shift that restores the balance of educational goals and embraces

‘beautiful risk (uncertainty)’ for students’ subjective growth.

Key Words: Vocational high school restructuring; Gert Biesta, qualification; socialization
subjectification; learnification; directed qualitative content analysis.
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