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ABSTRACT

Theoretical Trajectories of School Curriculum Autonomy:
An Analysis of Domestic Research Trends across Curriculum

Revision Periods

Yaeji Hu

Assistant Professor, Chungbuk National University
Minji Kim

Master’s Student, Chungbuk National University

This study examined trends in Korean research on school curriculum autonomy
that emerged with the introduction and expansion of related policies in the 1990s,
aiming to identify their theoretical trajectories and key issues. A total of 108
academic articles collected from RISS were classified by research paradigm, theme,
and method, and their changes across curriculum revision periods were analyzed.
Early studies were largely framed by an empirical —analytic paradigm supporting
policy adoption and stabilization, but later shifted toward hermeneutic and critical -
alternative paradigms that explored teachers’ perspectives and school contexts.
Research themes moved from macro—level national policies and models for regional
or school-based curriculum development to micro-level concerns of schools and
teachers. While literature—based studies remained dominant, qualitative research
increased notably in recent years. Domestic studies were generally sensitive to policy
shifts, following a cycle of “policy interpretation — field practices — critique —
search for alternatives,” and the perception of teachers evolved from policy
implementers to curriculum professionals and active agents. These findings suggest
that Korean research on curriculum autonomy has provided theoretical support for
policy and broadened the role of teachers, yet further independent research agendas

and methodological diversification beyond policy—driven approaches are needed.

Key Words: Curriculum Autonomy, Trends in Curriculum Research, Curriculum Localization,
Curriculum Decentralization, Teacher’s Autonomy
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