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ABSTRACT

Analysis on the Organization of ‘School Autonomous Hours’
in the 2022 Revised Curriculum: Focusing on Middle Schools

in Seoul

Kyung eun, Yoo
Doctoral Student, Korea University

School Autonomous Hours were introduced in elementary and middle schools
starting in 2025 as part of curriculum autonomy. This study analyzed the
curriculum frameworks for three years (2025-2027) of students entering in 2025 at
100 middle schools in Seoul, publicly disclosed on the School Information
Disclosure Service (School Alimi), to investigate the current status of the allocation
of school autonomous hours. Based on this analysis, the study aims to derive
implications and propose future improvement measures. The results showed that all
100 schools allocated a total of 34 hours (1 semester) for autonomous hours; most
schools organized one subject as an in—depth subject type. The offered subjects
were dominated by the ‘Information’ subject, accounting for 80%, and among them,
the superintendent—approved subject, ‘Artificial Intelligence and Future Society,
represented more than half, demonstrating an overall standardized allocation trend.
It was revealed that school autonomous hours essentially function as a means to
expand information education within the 2022 Revised Curriculum, and it is
difficult to say that the original purpose of school autonomous hours—to realize
individualized, student—tailored education and expand student choice—has been
sufficiently fulfilled. Meanwhile, the subjects most reduced to secure hours for
school autonomous time, besides Information, were Korean language courses, with
the reduced Korean hours mostly reallocated to Information subjects or elective
(liberal arts) subjects related to the ‘Climate Crisis.” The implications of the study
include flexible application of school autonomous hours according to school
circumstances, reconsideration of the necessity of school autonomous hours, careful

policy design considering the impact of national curriculum wording, establishment

23
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of governance in school curricula, support for teacher professionalism and
administrative/financial backing to ensure subject diversity and quality, and
systematic feedback and accountability to oversee the results of autonomous course

allocation.

Key Words: School Autonomous Hours, 2022 Revised Curriculum, middle school curriculum,
curriculum autonomy, accountability
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