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ABSTRACT

A Critical Review of the Meanings and Roles of

Achievement Standards

Lee Chanhee

Lecturer, Korea National University of Education

This study aims to critically review the meanings and roles of achievement
standards based on relevant literature.. To this end, policy research literature was
analyzed to examine the context in which achievement standards were introduced in
South Korea and how their meanings and roles have evolved up to the 2022
curriculum revision. The analysis identified three primary meanings: Content
standard, Minimum standard, and Expectation standard. Literature on their
utilization was also reviewed to explore their roles, strengths, and limitations.
Content standards guide teachers in selecting instructional content, but when treated
as fixed lists, they risk narrowing educational interpretation within frameworks of
assessment and control. Minimum standards support evaluation and accountability,
yet may oversimplify learning by enforcing uniform expectations that overlook
students’ diverse learning pathways. Expectation standards offer direction for
learning and support personalization, but require high teacher autonomy and
institutional support. This review highlights that these meanings are deeply
interconnected, revealing the multi-layered nature of achievement standards.
Furthermore, the study explores the idea of viewing them as ‘Connection standards’
and emphasizes the need for teachers to flexibly interpret them in ways responsive
to their contexts and student. In this regard, the study is significant in re—examining

achievement standards from the practical perspectives of teachers.

Key Words: Achievement Standards, Meaning of Achievement Standards, Roles of Achievement
Standards, National Curriculum Curriculum Autonomization
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