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ABSTRACT

A Case Study on School-Level Curriculum Reform through
Curriculum Co-Design

Su Jung Um
Gyeonggi Institute of Education, Associate Research Fellow
Byoung Bu Baek
Gyeonggi Institute of Education, Senior Research Senior
Minji Moon
Gyeongin National University of Education, Lecturer
Kowoon Im
Hanbat National University, Lecturer

The study examined two cases in which schools have collaborated with their
community or neighbor schools for curriculum design and discussed the implications for
school-based curriculum reform. The cases were selected from the schools that
participated in the “Hyukshin School for Future” policy project implemented by the
Ministry of Education and the Gyeonggi Provincial Office of Education. The data were
collected through participatory observations and interviews from June to November
2022 and analyzed thematically. First of all, the analysis of the cases demonstrated that
curriculum co-design enabled the stake-holders to share the school values and
educational philosophy. Moreover, the networks with the community or the neighbor
schools created the space for exploring better lives and better education, and they
became the driving force for sustainable school reform. Last, the curriculum co-design
contributed to narrowing the gap between knowing and living. The implications for

future practice were discussed.

Key Words: curriculum co-design, school-based curriculum reform, collaboration between
schools, collaboration between school and community
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