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ABSTRACT

Analysis of the aspects and issues of student participation in

curriculum development of high school credit system

Joo-Youn Lee
Associate Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation
Rami Woo
Lecturer, Ewha Womans University

In developing the school curriculum, the ‘student’ has been regarded as a resource
for decision-making. However, with the recent introduction of the high school credit
system raises the meaning of student participation in the school curriculum
development. The goal of this study is exploring the meaning and the issues of student
participation in the school curriculum development following the implementation of
the high school credit system. Data collection was conducted interviews with nine
people, including teachers and supervisors. In the high school credit system, students
were regarded as an important resource for decision-making related to the
curriculum as in the existing method. Students also had the meaning as important
‘participants’ in determining the subjects of the school curriculum, and sometimes as
‘change facilitators’ who make teachers to find alternatives. In this process, there are
difficulties in relation to how well students have understanding and competency in
subject selection, differences in the voices of students about the demand for opening
subjects, and the extent to which teachers should intervene when the needs of students
are importantly reflected in the curriculum. Based on the results of this study, this
study suggests that a change in the perspective on student participation is necessary to
develop curriculum under the high school credit system, and practical support should

be prepared to resolve detailed issues related to student participation.

Key Words: High School Credit System, Curriculum Selected by Students, Student Agency,
School Curriculum Development
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