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ABSTRACT

A Study of Differences between Physics and History Teachers’
Interpretations of Achievement Standards Predicates in the

Physics and History Curriculum

Byun, Taejin(KICE, Associate Research Fellow)
Lee, HaeYoung(Daegu University, Assistant Professor)
Kim, JongYun(KICE, Associate Research Fellow)

In the 2015 Revised Curriculum in Korea, skills was emphasized as an element to
enhance students’ competency and the skills of achievement standards were presented as
‘predicates’ (verbs). The purpose of this study is to investigate how teachers perceive the
predicates highlighted in the Revised Curriculum and explore ways to improve the
representation system of the predicate in the achievement standards in the future. The
study participants consisted of five physics and five history teachers and were asked to
participate in the interview about how they recognized the common descriptive verbs used
in both history and physics (‘explain’ and 'comparative’), the verbs used only in history
textbooks (‘identify’ and ‘explore’), and the verbs used only in physical subjects
('estimate/evluate’ and 'express’). The results of the study were as follows. First, the
same predicates were differently recognized between teachers of different subjects.
Second, for clear behavioral verbs, there was a high degree of agreement between
teachers of both subjects in interpreting verbs in the achievement standards. Third, even
in the same subject there were also individual differences in interpretation of the same
verbs. The results of this study were discussed in relation to current achievement

standards and future direction.

Key Words: Achievement standard, Predicate, National Curriculum, Physics Teacher,
History Teacher
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