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ABSTRACT

Identifying Types of High School Students’ Conceptions of

Assessment

Young—-Min Jo
Graduate Student, Kyungpook National University

Won-Sook Sohn
Professor, Kyungpook National University

The main purpose of this study was to examine the types of high school
students’'conceptions of assessment. Also the effects of previous academic achievement
and achievement goal orientations on them and students'test anxiety and academic
engagement by their types were explored. The subjects were 662 Korean high school
students(10 to 11th graders) sampled from six high-schools located in D-city and
K-region. The results showed that three groups of students with unique conceptions of
assessment were identified by the two-step cluster analyses such as
Learning—Accountability(39.7%), Irrelevance—-Accountability(39.3%), and Irrelevance(21.09)
groups. Secondly, the variables predicting these types have been found to be school types,
previous academic achievement, and performance or mastery approach goal orientations.
Additionally, test anxiety of the learning—accountability group was as almost high as that
of the irrelevance—accountability group, which was higher than that of the irrelevance
group. Academic engagement was the highest in the learning—accountability group, and
the irrelevance-accountability group showed higher academic engagement than the
irrelevance group, which was ranked the lowest. Finally students’ conceptions of
assessment was articulated and implications for teachers’ conceptions of assessment as

well as further studies were discussed.
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