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ABSTRACT

The changes in gender equality examined through the
illustrations in the physical education textbooks for elementary
education in Korea : 1981-2008

Mihye, Cho

Professor, Inha University
Yoonkyung, Lee

Doctoral Course, Inha University

The purpose of this study was to examine the changes of gender equality in physical
education which is considered to be male—centered curriculum. The illustrations from the
physical education textbooks for elementary education published from fourth curriculum to
2007 revised curriculum were used for the research. All pictures, cartoons, charts, and
diagrams in the physical textbooks were defined as illustration. The contents of the
physical textbook have changed with the change of the curriculum, so in this study, they
were categorized into nine fields: track, gymnastics, water and ice sports, ball games,
combat sports, dance, recreation, physical fitness, and health-safety. To confirm scarcity
of women in the textbook from a gender equality perspective, analyzing man to woman
ratio in illustrations was needed. Research was done by building an analytic framework in
every nine fields about structure, gender, and leading role in the illustrations. Research
results showed that, firstly, not only the number but also the size of the illustrations has
increased because of the advances in printing technology. Secondly, ratio of the woman’s
appearance in the illustrations has been gradually increasing to be equal. Thirdly, case
studies and ratio of the woman's taking a leading role showed that a tendency to classify
sports into masculine and feminine can still be found. Therefore, it is necessary to develop
and offer the detailed guidelines that complies with gender equality when writing
textbooks.

Key Words ' physical education textbook, illustrations analysis, gender equality
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