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ABSTRACT

The Validity Analysis of Essay Test focused on Liberal Arts
Essay Test

Pyoung-Won, Kim

(Lecturer, Ewha Womans University)

Sung Woo, Kim

(Teacher, Korean Minjok Leadership Academy)

A number of universities have repeatedly placed and reduced the importance of the
essay test for college entrance. People thought that multiple choice exams should be
changed and they considered the essay test as a good alternative. However, essay tests
attracted criticism for reliability of the test. The two claims have been contradicting
each other. Some people regard the test as a proper assessment, while others blame it
for the less relevance to the curriculum. The opposite claims lack validity in that both
does not inspect all the essay questions.

This study has scrutinized essay tests through comparative analysis of the ‘Society
& Culture’ curriculum for high school and 398 essay test questions carried on by 13
universities from the year of 2001 to 2011. The result shows that the questions related
with curriculum account for about 43% of all.

Meta-Evaluation, with which the essay questions were checked over, indicates that
critical remarks on essay tests are inappropriate, because considerable amount of
questions are based on what students have learned. This study has found that essay

test for college entrance covers high school curriculum.

Key Words : Essay Test for College Entrance, Curriculum, Content Validity Society
& Culture, Meta—Evaluation.
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