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ABSTRACT

Ways of Improving Chinese as a Second Foreign Language

Education at the Secondary Level in Korea

Hang-Keun Cho(Teacher, Hwahong High School)

In terms of exports, Korea exports the bulk of its products to China.

Economically, this is very important for our nation’s development. Therefore,
learning Chinese is not really a choice but rather a required subject for obvious
reasons.

More than 97 middle schools and 290 high schools offer courses in Chinese as a
second foreign language in Gyeonggi Province.

In middle school, students generally do very well when it comes to learning
Chinese. They excel more in Chinese compared to other foreign languages.
However, after these students enter High School, their drive to study Chinese
diminishes significantly.

Most High School students do not have to participate in a second foreign
language test. The problem is that the college entrance Chinese exam is becoming
more and more difficult.

The Korean Ministry of Education recently published the liberalization of school
curriculum. This policy is expected to affect second foreign language education in
that second foreign language classes will decrease in the future.

We must find a way to improve Chinese as a second foreign language
education. In order to satisfy student’s requirements, we need to use more various
Chinese textbooks and materials.

It is also necessary to refocus on the importance of second foreign language
education.

Key words : national development, Chinese, college entrance exam, a second

foreign language, the division of humanities and social sciences, curriculum, contest,
sympathy
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