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ABSTRACT

The Impacts of Grouping Methods according to Learning Styles
on the Interactions and Discussion Satisfaction of Learners

in Online Discussion Activities

Jae-Han Shin
(Teacher, Daegu Elementary School attached to the Daegu National University of Education)

This study set out to analyze the types and contents of discussion messages
according to grouping methods when small groups of learners participated in online
discussion activities according to the Ilearning styles(convergence, mediation,
expansion, assimilation, and combination), which were part of the learner characteristics.
It also aimed to examine the differences in learners’ satisfaction with their
discussions according to the grouping methods based on the learning styles. Based
on the results, the following conclusions were drawn: First, it’s required to form
discussion groups according to learning styles proper for the message types of
discussion contents in order to vitalize online discussion activities. Secondly,
consideration should be given to the appropriate number of discussion group
members and the degree of teacher intervention in addition to the variety of
discussion group forming methods so as to increase satisfaction with online

discussions.

Key words : online discussion, learning styles, interaction, satisfaction with discussion



