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ABSTRACT

Towards Caring Education

: In search for an alternative to liberal education

Jae-Bong Yoo(Professor, Sungkyunkwan University)
Jeong-Youn Lim(ABD, Sungkyunkwan University)

The purpose of this study is to clarify caring education compared with liberal
education and discuss its educational implications and tasks.

Caring educationists criticise liberal education from the perspective of feminism.
According to them, liberal conception of education tends to stress on the traits of
autonomy, rationality and universality, whereas it overlooks the traits of
relationship, emotion, context, and so on.

Caring educationists address the educated people which are developing
all-rounded human aspects instead of the educated man that is the development of
reason or rationality. They insist that education should be organized against the
themes of care in general and the centers of care in particular rather than the
forms of knowledge. From the perspective of caring education, all students should
be engaged in the various centers of care, i.e. caring for self, intimate others,
global others, animals, plants, the environment, objects and instruments, and ideas.

Caring education has some educational implications in terms of restating
ignored feminine values, reconsidering traditional curriculum and recovering the
relation of teacher-student. In our context, caring education might be possible to
solve some difficulties of liberal education which are both the pursuit of knowledge
of rationality and the promotion of personal autonomy. However, caring education
should be still answered and discussed the question whether it can be an
alternative to liberal education.

Key words : feminism, post-modernism, liberal education, caring education,
centers of care



