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ABSTRACT

Exploring Significance and Limitations of the Field Reviews
for the 2007 National Curriculum Amendment

centering on Korean Cultural History

Min-Jung Kim

(Associate Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Curriculum and Evaluation)

2007 National Curriculum Amendment can be characterized with the active
engagement of in-service teachers in the revision process. In order to maximize
field voices into the new curriculum, the national curriculum revision committee
systemized and carried out the field reviews for the tentative amendment
curriculum. This study focuses on the revision process of Korean Cultural History,
one of selective courses in high school history to review the significance and
limitations of the examination of relevance to schools.

It is hard to evaluate the role of field reviews without considering diversity of
reviewers participating in the revision process, complexity of communication and
decision making, not to mention different ideas about relevance to schools. Taking
these concerns into consideration, this study conducted in-depth analysis
surrounding the following issues. 1) whether the field reviews improved the newly
revised curriculum, 2) whether the reviews gave opportunities to reconcile
competing ideas about ‘national curriculum’ or ‘relevance to schools’, and 3) how
were diverse ideas and suggestions shared and reflected in the policy decision?
Searching for answers to these questions, we can explore significance and
limitations of field reviews and provide some implications for the future revision of

national curriculum.

Key Words : 2007 National Curriculum Amendment, relevance to schools, field

review, Korean Cultural History, reconceptualization of curriculum
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