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ABSTRACT

A Social Historical Study on the Clan Rules Familism and

Educational Competition Traits in Choseon Dynasty

Chang-Dong Kang

(Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute of Curriculum & Evaluation)

The Clan rules familism have played an important part in forming the
educational culture. The similar familism flow was supported from the Three
Kingdoms to the early days of Choseon Dynasty, but there was a little difference
each period. the status between father and mother was almost equal. Also, there
weren't almost difference between daughter and son, first born child and second,
and the son of son and of daughter. The status system began to be unsettled
because of the Japanese and Chinese invasion and climatic change. The Yangban
introduced the Clan rules familism to support their status. The introduction of the
Clan rules familism widely influenced on the social values, the rules, the custom as
well as the essence of the interpersonal relationships. The Clan rules familism
resulted in the strengthening of the group sense focused on the family and clan.
The competition with clans for making higher the social status was severe in the
dimension of the right to live. The traditional method to raising the social status
of the family was to make the bureaucrat by passing the government service
examination. So, each family spared no effort to make the educational investment
for the successful candidate. The educational competition among clans was severely
developed. In the result, the confucianism education of moral training fell to the
worldly means for passing the exam. The educational competition for raising the
social status of clans assumed an aspect of status-, family-, symbol-, result-focused
figure.

Key Words : clan rules, familism, educational competition



