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ABSTRACT

A Case Study on the “Theme Selection Activity” of
Free Semester Program : Exploration of the Educational

Meaning

Jong-Heon Lim

Researcher, Korean Educational Development Institute

The purpose of this study is to analyze the operation and characteristics of the Theme
Selection Activity, which is a unique curriculum in the free semester, and to explore the
pedagogical significance of the Theme Selection Activity based on this analysis. In order
to examine the operation of the Theme Selection Activities, school document analysis,
teacher interview, student interview, and narrative questionnaire were conducted from A
middle school. The findings were derived by classifying the operation and characteristics
of the Theme Selection Activities into students, teachers, and schools. At the Student
level, the feature of the Theme Selection Activities was ‘A break from classes’, and At
the Teacher level, the feature of the Theme Selection Activities was ‘Double-sideness of
class creation’, The characteristic at School level was 'The key to success in liberal
education’. The pedagogical meaning of the Theme Selection Activity revealed through
this study is as follows. First, the Theme Selection Activities is a curriculum linking
subject and non-subject in a pedagogical manner. Second, it is a life lesson that deals
closely with daily-life contents. Third, the Theme Selection Activity is an example of
adopting theme-oriented education in a bottom-up manner is terms of educational policy.
Fourth, the Theme Selection Activity suggests that teachers need educational expertise
like curriculum creation beyond curriculum restructuring. Finally, the Theme Selection

Activity shows the future school lessons as an educational future.

Keywords: Free Semester Program, Free Semester Activity, Theme Selection
Activity, Free Year Program, High School Credit System
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